Village Meeting – Starlight (Solar Farm) - 10th July 6.30pm
Notes from the Village Meeting led by Starlight who are the developers behind proposals for a solar farm on Long Lane, Barnby

At an early stage – looking to provide information and understand concerns.
Application to be submitted early 2026.
Lots of surveys and design work ahead of that.
Site will be 195 hectares – solar panels and battery storage, access tracks, cctv etc.
Public right of way / near river – an area will be set back for bio-diversity enhancement.
Solar panels will be both sides of Long Lane – screening will be same height as panels – 3m height max (average 2.7m).
The Government is looking at tripling solar investment including panel on rooftops / car ports.  Looking to meet climate change requirements to meet climate change emergency – this provides an affordable energy supply.
Targeted to have at least 10% biodiversity / net gain but Starlight will do more.
If plans are approved, village funding and community benefit money will be given via the Parish Council regardless of whether support is received. 
It is not green belt land, not prone to flooding (mostly), there is a good opportunity for screening.
Access to site via top end of A17. No public rights of way will be closed. No traffic will go through village. Traffic management plan to be put in place.
Ecology surveys are being done – hedgerows and tree habitats will be enhanced, with new planting areas to be reviewed. At least 10m gap between paths and housing, and panels.
Proposals include plans to reduce run off and improve drainage.
There will be a development free buffer – at least 60m from village. 
Landscape, visual and noise impact assessments will be done - invertors won’t be on at night; hedges will be grown up to obscure view.
[bookmark: _Int_Mx2Wn8s7]Benefits quoted as being: protecting from climate change using renewable sources; pricing will reduce over time; decarbonisation; the system will not be set up for residents to gain cheaper electricity as that is not how the system works; using local business and contractors to bid for work; importin less power.
Starlight worked on the project at Claypole (half the size) and one near Farnsfield/Bilsthorpe.  Barnby will be the biggest one they have done.
Battery storage and invertors may make noise – distances to be confirmed – impact assessment will guide positioning – there will be flexibility within the site layout to minimise noise impacts.
Site will be 100MW – decision will be determined by NSDC – they could previously only make decisions on site of up to 50MW, but legislation changes in January.
Site is 195/ha - 500 acres overall – approx one third / 170-180 ha to be used – including gaps.
Panels will be positioned in parallel rows, 4m between each row – sheep grazing on site.  Two thirds will be covered by solar panels.
40 years scheme (‘temporary’) – then decommissioned.
It is planned for connection to be in 2029, with core construction taking 18 months. 
Access – existing points will be used, and they are aware of weight limits.
600w panels will be imported – exact number of panels to be confirmed. There will be 40 invertors depending on their size (ideally keeping them as far away from the village as possible).
Public asked - what are the criteria for building in a scenic area? Answer – good capacity on the system (grid offered). (didn’t get full response)
Public - concerns were shared about Long Lane being a dangerous road – narrow width and sharp bend – concerns were raised about construction traffic in terms of safety and road withstanding. Starlight would consider widening / passing places which would be left after building has finished. Any deliveries would avoid morning and afternoon rush hours. There will be approx. a dozen deliveries a day during construction.
Public - What is the nearest distance to conservation area?  Answer - details tbc.
Potentially extending bio-diversity zone (green area on map) from river, right across to Long Lane – 200m gap from house and 10m each side of Long Lane.
The site will have no above ground development other han panels (probably not even cabling). There will be rough grass / wildflower areas to enhance/develop habitats for existing species.  Maintained by Starlight via management plan.
Grid connections are all underground.  One phase.
Public – what height will the panels be? Answer - panels will be at least 80cm high up to max 3m.
When decommissioning – recycling will be done where possible but processes for panel recycling are still at an early stage (as an industry).
Public - what about the electromagnetic field versus health? What are the guidelines in the UK and who issues them? E.g. cannot live close to pylons due to cancer.  Answer - high voltage cables will be buried at least 1m underground – there is no material risk.
Public - raised concerns about the possibility of creating a microclimate. Question - what is the effect on human health? Answer - Starlight are not aware of direct impacts.
Public – asked about the efficiency of the sun versus energy produced by the panels? Answer – would need to do some analysis.  The grid offer is 100MW (blue/clear sky day). Public – feedback / research suggests maximum efficiency of 25%.
Screening is typically installed after construction but they will liaise with the Local Planning Authority (LPA) and consider the time of year. Whips will be used to grow cover.
Public – raised concerns that it could be 15 years before they are effective due to length of time to develop. Answer – existing hedgerows/trees would also be grown to required height.
Invertors / battery storage – 80 decibels at 1 metre distance. 
Public – will need to research / comply with the World Health Organisation limits / guidelines.
Public – how was the land agreed, who approached the landowner. Answer – Starlight's Land Team are responsible for sourcing potential sites and approaching landowners.
Public – to put in perspective, the site could produce the equivalent of 2 offshore wind turbines.
There will be 2.2m high fencing around the perimeter to prevent access to the site for Safety of people/animals/equipment (small gap at bottom for smaller animals) - deer won’t be able to access. This will be visible while waiting for hedges and trees to grow. Security cameras will be installed along the fence line / looking along the fence line.
Public - How many construction staff will there be? Answer - 20-30 workers per day in addition to deliveries.  They will be encouraged to share transport.
Public - concerns raised about sheep grazing not necessarily being a profitable farming model. Answer - 80% of their solar sites are grazed.
Decommissioning would ensure the removal of cables and the site being returned back to original use.  
Public – Why are they looking at this location rather than in the middle of nowhere. Answer – this was not fully answered as they moved on to other questions, but reference was made to grid requirements.
Security cameras will be placed every 50m, pointing along fencing – not on private land or properties.
Public – in terms of flood risk, how will run off affect contours? Answer – the majority of site is permeable which will reduce impacts for run-off. Changing from arable land to grass reduces compaction and aids permeation.  The Environment Agency will not support proposals unless run off rates are reduced and certainly not increased.  In the event of flooding, water would go under panels.
Public - How many sites of this size are this close to residential areas? Answer - this is biggest site by 50% (?) due to wattage, some are closer to housing.  There is confidence in the ability to operate with same efficiency and capability.  Economies of scale would help – workers would be the same number but taking longer to do the project.
Applications are ‘front loaded’, in that all the research and adapations are done before so the application has a good chance of acceptance.  
Public – what compensation is available for the loss of property values. Answer – the value of property is not classified within the ‘material considerations’ within the planning process, however, the local planning authority would be unlikely to approve an application if it impacted dramatically. The Community Fund in provided in recognition of disruption during construction – they would welcome thoughts on how this could be used. There is no compensation for home owners.
Public – raised concerns about the ability to spend the money in the village as limited as to what it could be spent on.
Public - where are noise tests done from? Answer - would sample from varied spots on site. Approx 1ha for substation.
Public – raised a concern about how the wind direction could skew sound and its direction / from where it can be heard e.g. Claypole trains.
Buffering zone of at least 50m and will extend across back of village / sewerage plant. There will be rough grass / wildflower then screening before panels.
Solar farms do not have subsidies to ‘turn off’ electricity.  Electricity demand is reasonably predictable. Output is more predictable. Some will be for arbitrage.
Public - what is the business success rate for completion? Answer – 90-95% rate.
[bookmark: _Int_cfEp0h1g]Public - who controls the contractors and traffic? Answer - there must be a Traffic Management Plan with which contractors must comply.  Public - who polices this? Answer - Starlight, local planning authority, residents reporting.  A company within their group oversees this – there will be point of contact on site.  Public - what actions / consequences are there for breaches? Answer – initially, the approach would be educational then action would be taken.  Public – concerns raised that there needs to be some sort of penalty e.g. cannot work for a week; residents need confidence that mitigation is in place.
Public – how are hazardous materials on site handled? Answer – all regulations followed during construction phase.
Lithium iron battery storage.
Public – the 10% minimum biodiversity development isn’t represented on map.  Concerns were raised about glint and glare that won’t be covered by whips. Is grass / wildflower meadow much of a gain? Answer - they are aiming for 30% on this project – can change grass mixes etc even when panels are in place (compared to baseline arable). Switching shows most noteworthy net gain.
Nature strategy evidence – get this for examples. Uni of Lancaster research?
Independent consultants are used for nature strategies / biodiversity plans – liaising with Natural England and local planning authorities.
Drainage – percolation – speed into water courses. There will be a need to slow the rate of water before it enters the water course to mitigate against flooding. They will have to attenuate to below existing flows.
Public – there are clay drainage pipes.  Answer - landowners should provide plans showing drainage pipes to ensure no damage.
No land level change even for crushed stone access roads.
There will be a 200m buffer near sewerage plant.
Pubic – a request was made for the battery scheme to move further towards A17. Want to avoid breaching regulations. Answer – the site will be reviewed to find the best location and resident feedback will be taken into account.
Balancing panel cables take the electricity to storage, and then to grid.
Designers have an optimum level – so acreage v MW – and there may be some trade off e.g. reducing acreage may change pitch or height – there will be flexibility in the design process.
Invertors may be centralised or might be spread out.
Working to ‘worst case’ in terms of sizing and positioning.   All feedback goes towards a final design. Changes may be shared sooner than submission of final planning application.
If planning is refused, they may appeal.  There isn’t a process for the pubic to appeal, it would have to go through route of legal challenge.
Public - would like to see houses on Long Lane more clearly on the map – 50m around properties is not much.
Public - why set a 200m buffer when residents would like as big a buffer as possible?

Meeting closed 20.15

